APPENDIX
wish to abandon his son-in-law, but he stood in much awe of the ruler
of Germany. He therefore tried to solve the problem by giving
protestations of friendship and counsels of peace. In this course he was
advised by the agents and Ambassador of Spain, who were always
round him and who urged him not to have recourse to arms or to
send help to his son-in-law. The nobles and the masses in England
were friendly towards the Czechs and were prepared to help them,
but the King, though he had no umbrella, stood in the way. He had
never since his youth fought a war and had always relied on a policy
of appeasement. This was the reason why, when a state of emergency
came, he could not decide to take up the sword, as he was advised to do
by other counsellors. At that time, according to my Czech historian,
it would have sufficed for him to say that he would succour the
Czechs — and there would have been no war. He had only to let
it be believed in Europe that he was prepared to go to war and
Bohemia would have been saved, instead of falling into three hundred
years of serfdom. Events, indeed, had already moved so far that the
coastal inhabitants of Flanders, then under the Emperor Ferdinand's
rule, had in fear of the coming of the English king begun to move
their goods and chattels inland and to prepare for flight (evacuation of
the civilian population).
The mere threat of England's might would then have been enough
to avert the war and save Bohemia.
The Lords of Oxford and Essex (Duff Cooper), distrusting the
policy of their King, formed at their own expense a troop of infantry
and sent it to the Continent, King James did not sanction this, but
looked the other way.
On October aoth, 1620, in the Afternoon, there arrived in Prague
from Dresden an English mission (Lord Runciman) of eight coaches
and twenty persons, headed by Milors Weston and Conway. They were
met (as was Lord Runciman) by the highest nobles and officials of the
State and by two squadrons of cavalry and escorted with all honour
(as was Lord Runciraan) to a hostelry. The next morning they had an
audience of the Queen and on Sunday, after Mass, they saw King
Frederick (Benesh) who had come in from the camp of his army,
pitched outside Prague, to meet them. His plans for offering an armed
resistance to the aggressor did not meet with the approval of King
James, who in letters to Frederick, and now through the mouths of i^
emissaries, urged him *to go to the extreme limit of concession1,
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